An external stimulus that mimics Mls locus responses.
The response to a novel set of T cell mitogens has been analysed and compared to the response to Mls locus differences. These polyclonal T cell activators, staphylococcal enterotoxins A and B, stimulate T cells in a way that requires an antigen-presenting cell bearing class II MHC products and involves the CD4:T cell receptor complex. However, the specificity of MHC recognition by the T cell receptor is lost in this response. Thus, these mitogens produce a response with characteristics similar to that induced by Mls locus differences. These mitogens can be used to analyse the immunobiology of this response, and may help in understanding and identifying the Mls locus product as well.